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Antonio Gelonesi- CHAIRMAN 


Season 2002-2003 has given us many high points, 
several low points and plenty in between. However, 
for the second time in the Club's history we have 
made the National Soccer League finals and we are 
excited. An added bonus was the participation of 
our Youth Team who also made their finals but 
unfortunately were knocked out in the first round. 


We're two games in and this is the first time Spirit 
have come home to play in-front of you, the fans. 
Thank you for your support this season and please 
enjoy the five home finals that we now have the 
pleasure of hosting, both here at North Sydney Oval 
and Brookvale Oval. | hope we can all enjoy our 
team, our Spirit, playing in these matches against 
the best teams in the country. 


| am elated that the team qualified for finals. 
Looking back to the beginning of the season, who 
would have thought we would be here? | believe 
that it has been a combined effort and my congrat- 
ulations go out to all. The finals are important but 
win, lose or draw my personal goals for this season 
have been exceeded and it's a great feeling. 


Thank you to the players, and their coaching staff, 
who have showed true heart and determination on 


the field and always, through the whole season, 
played attacking football that has been both enter- 
taining and brought in the results. 


Thank you to all the people behind the scenes at the 
Club including employees, volunteers, casual staff, 
suppliers and liaison officers. Your efforts have made 
each game possible both at home and away. 


And thank you to the fans. Your support has been 
invaluable and | hope you enjoy the finals series. 
As a gesture of thanks | am pleased to offer all season 
ticket holders free entry to the finals matches. | also 
offer free entry to all of our Cadbury Loyalty Card 
Holders to the finals. For those of you who do not 
have these passes, please purchase your tickets for 
each match at the same prices that we have been 
offering all season. 


What an awesome time this is in Spirit's history, 
we're taking steps forward and looking at how we 
can provide more to our fans, associations and 
players. We're in the finals and still playing the kind 
of soccer that is open, entertaining and exciting. 
| look forward to watching us take on the Power 
tonight and hope to see you here again on April 18 
when we meet Adelaide City Force. 
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VIEW FROM THE TOP —Lawrie McKinna 


First off, our loss at Perth wasn’t as bad as the score 
line suggested, although a 5-0 defeat is a thumping 
in anyone's language. We were by far the better side 
for the first 25-30 minutes but didn’t capitalise on 
our efforts. We made a couple of basic errors during 
a 10 minute spell before the break and found our- 
selves three goals and a player down when we 
completely went to sleep. 


Even after Adam Kwasnik was sent from the field at 
the end of the first period, we still came out hard 
and were never overshadowed during the second- 
half. They did score a further two 
goals in the half but we should 
have put some away as well, but 
that’s just the way it goes some- 
times. 


The best possible answer for our 
critics was the display at Toyota 
Park last Sunday. We again made 
an early error in giving away a 
goal after 13-minutes but the lads 
played with determination, 
passion and pride. We were 
hungrier for the result than 
Olympic and we got our reward 
with a terrific 3-1 win, against 


according to the pundits, 


There has been much said and made about the 
behind the scenes affairs of the Club which has little 
relevance, and even less truth, as we make our way 
through this final’s campaign. Indeed, the way the 
guys played at Olympic is testimony to the morale 
and feeling within this Club. If the lads haven't been 
paid for however many months and then produce a 
performance like that for the club, | move we never 
pay them again! 


| cannot praise the team enough for their efforts in 
that match and | was pleased that Dylan Macallister 
finally found the net, and against his old Club 
certainly gave him pleasure, as his celebrations 
proved. It was a masterful through ball from lan 
Ferguson that set him free but he still had plenty to 


the odds, just like last time A Spirit Coach - Lawrie McKinna 


do and he kept a cool head when slotting the ball 
under Clint Bolton to settle the tie. 


Noel Spencer’s 25-metre effort was noteworthy 
also and if John Hutchinson can scramble us a goal 
like that every week, I'll take it. The whole team 
played extremely well, got their heads down and 
went about their business, especially as we were 
under pressure in the first 20-minutes when we 
couldn't even get a sniff of the ball, and then went 
one down. I'll predict nothing after that display but | 
will say we will give the final’s a shake if nothing else. 


I don’t like singling out players 
individually but it has to be said 
that Paul Henderson had a cracker 
for us in goal. | lost count of the 
number of one-on-one saves he 
made as we pushed forward to 
secure the match. 


| thought one of our biggest 
advantages on the night was the 
supporters. In the rain they con- 
tinued to sing and support the 
guys on the pitch. It was a 
tremendous sight and even we 
understood the humour of the 
singing from way over on the 
bench. Well done to all, thank you 
for making the effort to come down to Cronulla and 
please keep it going. 


However, that is now history and tonight we tackle 
the Power once again. We did them here when on 
the run that took us into the top six but they squared 
it with a win at their place. One thing for sure is that 
there is always plenty of action in these matches. 
We need the points to ensure we stay up with the 
front runners and Power need them to be the front 
runners. With it being another Sydney derby game 
| don’t think we can really ask for too many more 
ingredients to make this a memorable match. 


Best wishes to all and thanks for the 
continued support. 
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OUR VISITOR’S TONIGHT 


It seems not so long ago that we entertained 
tonight's visitor's - Parramatta Power - to North 
Sydney Oval when the prospect of us making the 
final’s were looking bleak. But here we are in round 
three of the Championship Series clashes and we 
are facing Power again. Football is a joyous sport 
but she can be a fickle mistress too. 


Pablo Cardozo will not be appearing on the pitch 
tonight after suffering an 11-match ban for kicking 
a prostrate opponent (allegedly) but ‘Jockey’ 
Buonavoglia and Ahmad Elrich have been in a rich 
vein of form in recent weeks, as witnessed during 
our 1-5 loss at Parramatta Stadium on the final day 
of the regular season. 


It is unlikely that sort of scoreline will be repeated 
tonight as both teams will be at full strength, but this 
fixture does seem to throw up plenty of controversy 
and, more importantly, goals than many others. 


However, this is the final’s series and although Spirit 
were there in 1998/99, to all intents and purposes 
both sides are facing them for the first time. Only 
Paul Henderson remains from the original squad for 
Spirit but there are plenty of big game players on 
show tonight. Many of the Power players have been 
involved in final’s football before, albeit for different 
sides of course. 


Power coach - Nick Theodorakopoulos - took 
unfashionable Wollongong Wolves to their first 
Grand Final win and has plenty of experience at this 
level. He is a wily, tricky and knowledgeable coach 
that is unafraid to spring the odd surprise in any 
match. Given that this is Lawrie McKinna’s first sea- 
son as the main coach of a side I’m sure the Spirit 
faithful hope it is not a case of the Master and his 
Apprentice. 


Parramatta Power are likely, injuries aside that have 
not been mentioned at the time of going to print, to 
line up like this: 1-Liam Reddy (g/k), 3 Alvin 
Ceccoli, 5-Michael Beauchamp, 6-Matthew 
Thompson, 7-Wayne O'Sullivan, 8-Brad Maloney, 
11-Damien Brown, 12-Kosta Salapasidis, 13-Paul 
O'Grady, 18-John Buonavoglia, 21-Ahmad Elrich. 
Subs: 4-Nick Orlic, 10-Royce Brownlie, 17-Peter 
Zorbas, 19-Brendan Renaud, 26-Danny Vukovic (g/k). 


This was the line-up in their last game against 
Perth, a game they won 2-1, and it would not make 
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too much sense to change a winning side. Likewise, 
after the enthralling 1-3 defeat of Olympic Sharks in 
the same round, Spirit are unlikely to change too 
much in their squad even though Adam Kwasnik will 
be available again after suspension. 


Expect Brad Maloney to look to impose himself 
in midfield and call the shots but Elrich could start 
on either wing, a ploy occasionally used by 
Theodorakopoulos. On either flank the paceman can 
really do some damage as the 3 goals he scored 
against us out there proves if he is given to much 
space to work in, and he will need to be shackled 
early on. 


O'Sullivan has been putting himself about a bit of 
late and Salapasidis has been looking in good form. 
Damien Brown scored a goal to rival that of Stewart 
Petrie’s first for Spirit when netting against Glory 
last weekend and he is on a high at present. Reddy 
has been settling down at the back but still has a 
tendency to come for crosses his defence should be 
dealing with. A minor fault that could be exploited 
with plenty of bodies in the box. Something that can 
also be relied upon is that Brendan Renaud will take 
no prisoners when he is on the pitch, it simply isn’t 
his style and he is always 100% committed. 


Tonight the Power need the points to remain at the 
top of the tree and Spirit need them to get up there 
alongside them. As Lawrie has pointed out already, 
throw in the fact that this fixture is known for being 
a hotly contested Sydney derby game and everything 
is there to 1a 

ensure a 
spectacle for 
the fans once 
again tonight. 


C’mon you 
mighty 
Spirit! 
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# Player Position DOB # Player Position DOB 

2 Julian Watts Defender 17/03/71 1 Liam Reddy Goalkeeper 08/08/81 
3 Simon Bell Defender 21/10/78 2 Predrag Bojic Defender 09/04/84 
4 | Noel Spencer Midfield 26/07/77 3 | Alvin Ceccoli Midfield 05/08/74 
5 Alex Tobin Defender 03/11/65 ‘ ; 

6 | Robbie Trajkovski Midfield ae sbi eitel Ot Baveniekes St) 
7 Andrew McDermott Midfield 24/03/77 \ 5 Michael Beauchamp Defender 08/03/81 
8 lan Ferguson Midfield 15/03/67 6 Matt Thompson Midfield 18/08/82 
) Adam Kwasnik Striker 31/05/83 7 Wayne O'Sullivan Midfield 25/02/74 
10 | Dylan Macallister Striker 17/05/82 8 Brad Maloney Midfield 19/01/72 
ul be ed vue sae 9 | Pablo Cardozo Striker 23/12/72 
12 ohn Hutchinson idfie 29/12/7 : ee 

14 | Bradley Groves Midfield 29/01/82 10. a npyes Brownlie Midiglg ZENO 
15 | Vuko Tomasevic Midfield 13/05/80 1 | Damien Brown Midfield V2f01/75 
16 | Brent Fisher Striker 06/07/83 12 | Kosta Salapasidis Midfield 01/07/78 
17 | Stewart Petrie Striker 27/02/70 13 | Paul O'Grady Defender 06/11/78 
18 | Alex Wilkinson Defender 13/08/84 14 | Matthew Langdon Midfield 02/05/80 
19 | Jeremy Seales Defender 17/02/76 15 | Ray Younis Midfield 08/08/74 
20 | Paul Henderson Goalkeeper 22/04/76 16 | Jacek Sobczyk Defander 02/09/79 
21 | Sean Walsh Midfield 14/02/84 oo 

22 | Matthew Osman Defender 29/07/83 Wa Besarcsasess } Deel ee 
pam lecrcveniaaveds Midfield 07/04/84 18 | John Buonavoglia Striker 19/10/75 
25 | Shane Thompson Midfield 24/11/78 j 19 | Brendan Renaud Midfield 21/08/73 
26 | Aaron Burgess Striker 10/11/78 21 | Ahmad Elrich Midfield 30/05/81 
27 | Jonathan Richter Midfield 12/04/83 ) 22 | Joe Vrkic Defender 31/08/76 
28 | Matthew Hunter Defender 29/04/84 23 | Patrick Carrera Defender 25/07/83 
5 ane ne Canes a i 26 | Daniel Vukovic Goalkeeper 27/03/85 
33 | Russell Woodruffe | Striker 08/11/85 sree norew CanmeD pA CENA WAS 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT YOUTH — Gary McGinnis 


Our Northern Spirit Youth team bowed out last Sunday 
against a strong Newcastle side. Despite the 4-1 
score-line though Spirit showed an abundance of 
class and maturity after young Mark Milligan 
was sent off after only 30 minutes of the games 
commencement. 


Spirit had started brightly and had really dictated the 
pace and tempo of the game. Top scorer, Adam Foti, 
was unlucky not to open the scoring after some great 
work down the right from Matt Osman but the resultant 
attempt at goal was well saved by the keeper. 


Both teams were giving no quarter and bookings 
were inevitable with Mark Milligan one of the 
recipients. On the half hour mark United had a 
breakaway that saw our central defence struggle 
with a strikers run into the box. Two tackles led to 
the striker going down in the box with the foul being 
awarded against Mark Milligan who received his 
second card and was duly sent off. Newcastle scored 
from the penalty but really this was against the run 
of play. Half time came with the scores at 1-0. 


Despite being a man down the Spirit showed ample 
ability to continue to put the opposition under 
pressure. Both Foti and Mailer going close with 
great efforts. It was to be Newcastle who were to 
score two rapid goals around the hour mark that 
finished the game for them. 


The first goal was a goalmouth scramble whilst the 
second was a magnificent strike that Spirit keeper 


Northern Spirit Youth 


Michael Mouyis Mark Milligan 


Cin 
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Stuart Page could not stop from flying high into the 
Net. Spirit were to be rewarded eventually with Matt 
Osman scoring from a header after a great corner 
from Mailer. In the dying minutes of the game 
Newcastle ended the scoring with another 
scrambled goal as the Spirit tired towards the end. 


Spirit coach Charlie Davidson sang the praises of 
his troops and said. “Every last player has been 
magnificent this season and we must be delighted 
with our improvement since November. Our defence 
all season has been the best in the league as well 
as us being blessed with talented individuals 
throughout the squad. | hope a number of our 
players will go on from here to be an integral part of 
our first team squad. Let's now look forward to 
building our next squad and hope the next batch of 
kids will be as good as this one.” 


—_—~ samt 
Matt Hunter 


Andrew Mailer 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT EASTER SOCCER CAMPS 


Ready for the new soccer season? Northern —_ Venue 1— Cromer Park, 101 South Creek Road, 


Spirit Football Club is running Easter Soccer Dee Why 
Camps these school holidays! 7 
Venue 2 — Killarney Oval, Melwood Avenue, 
Dates: Monday 14th April - Thursday 17th April Killarney 
9am — 3pm 


Venue 3 — Lionel Watts, Blackbutts Road, 


After care facilities available: 3pm — 5pm Frenchs Forest 


You will be offered: 

> Qualified coaches 

=> A gift for all participants 

— > Be able to meet first team players 

=> Learn and develop new skills 

> Free prize draw for Northern Spirit signed shirt 


Venue 4 — Jackson Road, Playing Fields, 
Warriewood 


Venue 5—Kuringai High School, 
Bobbin Head Road, Turramurra 


Venue 6 — Christie Park, Christie Road, 
North Ryde 


Venue 7 — Pennant Hills Park, Brittania Street, 
Pennant Hills 9am-1pm 
NB.This camp runs from 9am — 1pm only 
Cost $100, No aftercare facilities, 


Book your place now! 
* Pick up an application form at the merchandise stall tonight. 


© Call (02) 8904 1487 leave a contact number — we will call you back and take your booking over the phone, 
or 


Send an email to marketing@northernspirit.com.au and an application will be sent to you electronically 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE HOMEART CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 2002-2003 TABLE Week Two 


Team __ Played Won Draw loss Goals For Goals Against Points 
Perth Glory 2 1 0 1 6 2 6 
Adelaide City Force 2 2 0 0 4 2 6 
Parramatta Power 2 2 0 0 4 2 6 
Olympic Sharks 2 0 0 2 1 4 6 
Northern Spirit 2 1 0 1 3 6 3 
Newcastle United 2 0 0 2 3 5 0 


NB: Table includes a six point bonus for Premiers, Olympic Sharks and three point bonus for premiership runners up, Perth Glory. 
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SPIRIT FINALS DRAW 


DATE DAY TIME VERSUS LOCATION 
13 April 2003 Sunday 3.00pm Newcastle United Energy Australia Stadium 
18 April 2003 Friday 7.30pm Adelaide City Force North Sydney Oval 
25 April 2003 Friday 7.30pm Perth Glory North Sydney Oval 
4 May 2003 Sunday 3.00pm Olympic Sharks Brookvale Oval 
10 May 2003 Friday 7.30pm Parramatta Power Parramatta Stadium 
16 May 2003 Friday 7.30pm Newcastle United North Sydney Oval 
23 May 2003 Friday 8.00pm Adelaide City Farce Hindmarsh Stadium 

* * * * * 

NEXT HOME SPIRIT MATCH 

Northern Spirit 
VS 
Adelaide City Force 
at North Sydney Oval, 


Friday April 18, 2003 


Kick-off 7.30pm 
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No one knows Australia better than Qantas. That's why 


more people choose to fly to and around Australia with us. 
www.qantas.com.au 


QANTAS 


